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REMEMBERING
 THE OSCARS®

ALJAŽ  AND JANETTE
STARRING

S O U V E N I R  B R O C H U R E



TICKETS AVAILABLE AT  

ALL VENUES AND  

HereComeTheBoysShow.com

JUNE 2020 

Sat 13 SOUTHEND Cliffs Pavilion

Sun 14 WOKING New Victoria Theatre

Tue 16 CAMBRIDGE Corn Exchange

Wed 17 WATFORD Colosseum

Thu 18 LONDON Eventim Apollo

Fri 19 LEAMINGTON Spa Centre

Sat 20 HULL New Theatre

Sun 21 SALFORD The Lyric

Tue 23 BRADFORD St Georges Hall

Wed 24 YORK Barbican

Thu 25 EDINBURGH Usher Hall

Fri 26 ABERDEEN Music Hall

Sat 27 GLASGOW Royal Concert Hall

Sun 28 OXFORD New Theatre

Tue 30 NORWICH Theatre Royal

JULY 2020 

Thu 02 LEICESTER De Montford Hall

Fri 03 CARLISLE Sands Centre

Sat 04 BIRMINGHAM Symphony Hall

Sun 05 LIVERPOOL Empire Theatre

Tue 07 PORTSMOUTH Guildhall

Wed 08 PLYMOUTH Pavilion Theatre

Thu 09 BATH Forum

Fri 10 BASINGSTOKE The Anvil

Sat 11 NOTTINGHAM Royal Concert Hall

Sun 12 NEWCASTLE Theatre Royal

Tue 14 BILLINGHAM Forum

Wed 15 IPSWICH Regent Theatre

Thu 16 NORTHAMPTON Derngate

Fri 17  BOURNEMOUTH  

 International Centre

JOIN ALJAŽ, PASHA, SAM AND MICHAEL, ALONGSIDE A SPECTACULAR  
CAST OF DANCERS, CIRQUE PERFORMERS AND MORE FOR  

THE HOTTEST TICKET THIS SUMMER!

ON SA
LE 

NOW!

DIRECTED & CHOREOGRAPHED BY GARETH WALKER

#HereComeTheBoys

STEVEN HOWARD  
FOR THE TCB GROUP

JANETTE MANRARA 

I am so thrilled to be back on tour with our Remembering family! 

This will be our 4th year traveling across the UK singing and 

dancing & meeting so many wonderful people! We enjoyed 

celebrating movies so much last year, we decided to bring it 

back but this time to celebrate The Oscars! The Oscars is such 

a glamorous & star-studded evening where the best of the best 

gather to celebrate film & that’s exactly what we want to recreate! 

An evening celebrating Oscar winners, Oscar nominees, & also 

Oscar worthy films and stars. And to top it all off, I get to do it all 

with my husband & best friend Aljaž Škorjanec! I hope that you 

enjoy the show as much as we will enjoy performing it!

ALJAŽ ŠKORJANEC

Janette and I are delighted that we are back again for another 

year... our fourth time getting to tour the country!! Last year we 

felt that we missed celebrating so many wonderful films, that 

we’re delighted to be back again to celebrate... The Oscars! 

Janette is the Minnie to my Mickey, the Adrian to my Rocky,  

and the Belle to my Beast. I am so lucky to get to dance with  

her by my side. We really hope you enjoy what we have created.
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Welcome to Remembering The Oscars.

Last year we all enjoyed Remembering The Movies. For this brand new offering, we 

have decided to stay with the movie theme, but celebrate any and all, which have an 

Oscar connection.

Whilst the Oscars represent to most movie stars, studios and audiences, the pinnacle 

of a movie’s popularity and high standard of creativity, there is also a hidden filter that 

allows the cream of Hollywood to rise to the very top. We will be celebrating the art 

and achievements of many Oscar winners and nominees. It was this that provided  

our inspiration for the content of this show.

We have chosen to celebrate actors, actresses, composers, directors, songs, scores 

and some of the movies themselves. We have not always chosen the obvious or 

necessarily the best, but we have selected what we all feel will make for a hugely 

entertaining experience.

What we can promise is that amongst all our nominees and winners, there will 

undoubtedly be some of your favourites. I’m sure we can also concur that the music 

and songs throughout are incredible. And when you put this music in the hands  

(or rather feet) together with two of the nation’s most talented and popular dancers, 

you have what I hope will be very memorable.

Our creative team, headed by the show’s creative director and choreographer  

Gareth Walker, along with our incredibly talented cast, and back-stage team,  

have all put so much love, hard work and expertise into making this a great 

production. We are grateful to them all.

Our relationship with Aljaž & Janette is a special one. This is now our fourth show 

with them. They bring their creativity with a huge amount of professionalism, style, 

elegance, humour, love of dance and natural deep affection for each other, that it  

is a privilege to work with them. They are very special people. Their incredible  

talent, promises to make Remembering The Oscars, a very special show. 

For most of us, this is the closest that we will ever get to the red carpet, so sit back  

and marvel at the wonderful enjoyment that cinema has given us over the years. 

Thank you for coming and please enjoy the show.

For this brand-new offering, we celebrate any and all movies, which have an Oscar 
connection. Whilst the Oscars represent to most movie stars, studios and audiences, the 
pinnacle of a movie’s popularity and high standard of creativity, there is also a hidden filter 
that allows the cream of Hollywood to rise to the very top. We will be celebrating the art 
and achievements of many Oscar winners and nominees. It was this that provided our 
inspiration for the content of this show.

We have chosen to celebrate actors, actresses, composers, directors, songs, scores and 
some of the movies themselves. We have not always chosen the obvious or necessarily 
the best, but we have selected what we all feel will make for a hugely entertaining 
experience.

What we can promise is that amongst all our nominees and winners, there will 
undoubtedly be some of your favourites. I’m sure we can also concur that the music and 
songs throughout are incredible. And when you put this music in the hands (or rather feet) 
together with two of the nation’s most talented and popular dancers, you have what we 
hope will be very memorable.

Our relationship with Aljaz & Janette is a special one. This is now our fourth show with 
them. They bring their creativity with a huge amount of professionalism, style, elegance, 
humour, love of dance and deep love for each other, that it is a privilege to work with them. 
They are very special people. Their incredible talent, promises to make Remembering The 
Oscars, a very special show. 

For most of us, this is the closest that we will ever get to the red carpet, so sit back and 
marvel at the wonderful enjoyment that cinema has given us over the years. 

And in closing, I just want to highlight, that what you will see on your screen is just a short 
sample of what we will be performing live in 2022. This show promises to be extra special, 
in view of what we have all had to endure. It is the wish of everyone involved with this 
production, to be on stage or back stage, as soon as possible, and that we look forward to 
seeing you in the theatres with us, as soon as possible.

Thank you for supporting us and please enjoy the show.

STEVEN HOWARD 

FOR THE TCB GROUP

DAVID SHEPHERD

Welcome to Remembering The Oscars.

It was back in March 2020 when we were about to set-off on tour, when the world seemed to 
implode. None of us back then could have predicted what was about to unfold. So much has 
since been written about it, that I am not going to replicate what wiser and more knowledgeable 
people have already stated.

However, throughout the pandemic, it was always our ambition to continue working. We re-
booked our dates for 2021. These too, had to then be cancelled. At this we began exploring the 
idea of filming some highlights from the show and then finding a way of bringing it to the widest 
possible audience.

At the time of writing this, we have faced many challenges to undertake our ambitious plan but I 
am optimistic that what we have created will bring pleasure to a lot of people. It has also given 
us a huge amount of fulfillment, focusing our creative and commercial energies and addressing 
numerous challenges to bring it all to fruition.

We’d like to thank everyone who has helped in this endeavour. It was very challenging, 
particularly being unable to sit in the same room face to face, with colleagues when planning 
everything. We are very grateful to every single person listed at the back of this brochure. They 
have all risen to the enormous challenge. It is probably the first time so many people from so 
many skill-sets have all created something in such a unique way. And all, with our different skill-
sets, doing it for the first time ever.

We’d like to thanks our friends from the regional theatres. The support we have had from them 
has been invaluable. While venues remain closed, they have been working with us to promote 
this very special streamed performance of Remembering The Oscars to their respective 
audiences. We all know how important local venues are to the cultural fabric of the UK, so we 
hope this goes someway to supplement the public’s craving for live performance. It goes without 
saying, how grateful we are to all the venues that will be hosting us in 2022. It will be a thrill for 
us and our audiences just to enter these lovely buildings around the country, and be back on 
stage.

We do want to single out our creative team, headed by the show’s creative director and 
choreographer Gareth Walker, along with our incredibly talented cast, and back-stage team, 
They have all worked tirelessly, some whilst home schooling, some holding down other jobs, but 
all bringing their talent, dedication, professionalism, hard work and expertise into making this a 
great production. We are grateful to them all.
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ALJAŽ  AND JANETTE

PERFORMING TRIBUTES TO THE GREATEST AWARD WINNING SONGS AND MOVIES

STARRING

GIVING THE WONDERFUL SONGS, DANCES AND LEGENDARY STARS THE FULL RED CARPET TREATMENT!

Sat 19 Mar CORNWALL, Hall For Cornwall*

Sun 20 Mar CORNWALL, Hall For Cornwall

Tue 22 Mar CARLISLE, Sands Centre 

Wed 23 Mar INVERNESS, Eden Court

Thu 24 Mar ABERDEEN, Music Hall 

Fri 25 Mar PERTH, Concert Hall

Sun 27 Mar EDINBURGH, Festival Theatre 

Tue 29 Mar SCUNTHORPE, Baths Hall 

Wed 30 Mar CANTERBURY, Marlowe Theatre*

Thu 31 Mar CANTERBURY, Marlowe Theatre

Fri 1 Apr CHATHAM, Central Theatre

Sat 2 Apr CAMBRIDGE, Corn Exchange*

Sun 3 Apr AYLESBURY, Waterside Theatre

Tue 5 Apr DARTFORD, Orchard Theatre

Wed 6 Apr IPSWICH, Regent Theatre

Thu 7 Apr YORK, The Barbican

Fri 8 Apr BILLINGHAM, Forum Theatre*

Sat 9 Apr GLASGOW, Royal Concert Hall 

Sun 10 Apr NEWCASTLE, Theatre Royal*

Tue 12 Apr BUXTON, Opera House

Wed 13 Apr BATH, Forum Theatre 

Fri 15 Apr LLANDUDNO, Venue Cymru

Sat 16 Apr NORTHAMPTON, Derngate Theatre

Sun 7 Apr MANCHESTER, Bridgewater Hall 

Tue 19 Apr CARDIFF, St David’s Hall

Wed 20 Apr LEICESTER, De Monfort Hall 

Thu 21 Apr READING, Hexagon Theatre 

Sat 23 Apr SOUTHEND, Cliffs Pavilion*

Sun 24 Apr BIRMINGHAM, Symphony Hall*

Mon 25 Apr LIVERPOOL, Philharmonic Hall 

Tue 26 Apr SHREWSBURY, Theatre Severn 

Wed 27 Apr GUILDFORD, G Live 

Thu 28 Apr BOURNEMOUTH, Pavilion Theatre

Fri 29 Apr YEOVIL, Octagon Theatre*

Sat 30 Apr PORTSMOUTH, Kings Theatre

STEVEN HOWARD FOR THE TCB GROUP AND DAVID SHEPHERD FOR TEG | MJR PRESENT

TICKETS AVAILABLE  

AT ALL VENUES AND  

rememberingtheoscars.com

@rememberingtour

2022 UK TOUR
* indicates additional matinees

Monday 2 - Saturday 7 May
LONDON

Peacock Theatre
Additional matinees Wed & Sat
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ACT ONE

1. HOORAY FOR HOLLYWOOD

2. BEST ACTOR

3. BEST ACTRESS

4. BEST DIRECTOR

5. BEST CHOREOGRAPHY

Janette Manrara and Aljaž Škorjanec met whilst on a 

worldwide tour with the Broadway show, Burn the Floor. 

After years of dancing on international stages, and 

visiting exotic parts of the world together, they were 

both cast as professional dancers on the BBC1 hit TV 

Show, Strictly Come Dancing in 2013. 

Together they have truly amazing careers, performing in 

theatre shows, TV shows, cruise ships, and corporate 

events around the globe. Their passion and admiration 

for the art of dance is evident in all of the projects they 

have become a part of. 

They are thrilled to be back on tour with Remembering 

the Oscars, following three years on the road with 

Remembering Fred and Remembering the Movies. 

Celebrate with Aljaž and Janette as they give the red-carpet treatment  

to Oscar-winning songs, dances, movies and stars in this exhilarating 

new dance spectacular.  

Whether you are Wishing On A Star, Swinging On A Star or merely 

dancing in the City of Stars, Remembering The Oscars will take you  

from the Golden Ages of Hollywood through to Disney family favourites 

and beyond, featuring many classic and contemporary songs.

The Academy Award called Oscar is handed over as the grandest 

recognition in movies. It is an institution that everyone is willing to  

be a part of, but gives privilege only to the very few, the very  

talented, and the very lucky.

We will be celebrating some of these recipients, along with  

some of the nominees, some of our favourites and some  

of whom we feel deserve greater recognition. 

ACT TWO

1. THE MAGIC OF DISNEY

2. BEST FILM

3. BEST SCORE

4. DANCE MOVIES 

The first film to win for both best song and  

original score was The Wizard of Oz (1939).

For everyone it has been an exceptionally difficult year, so 
to be able to film some of the highlights of our show has 
been a real tonic for us and we hope for you. We were 
devastated that another year would go by without sharing 
what we truly believe is our best show to date. We have 
missed performing and whilst there is no live audience, 
knowing that everyone is at home enjoying this “TV 
special” warms our hearts enormously. 

We are also grateful to our family of dancers, singers, 
producers and back stage team who have come together 
under such strange circumstances to put on this show. We 
all hope that you enjoy what we have created, and hope to 
see you back in the theatres really soon for our 2022 tour. 
Nothing gives us more pleasure than being able to 
perform live for you. We love and miss you, and hope you 
enjoy the show!

Celebrate with Aljaž and Janette as they give the red-carpet treatment to 
Oscar-winning songs, dances, movies and stars in this exhilarating new 
dance spectacular.


Whether you are Wishing On A Star, Swinging On A Star or merely 
dancing in the City of Stars, Remembering The Oscars will take you from 
the Golden Ages of Hollywood through to Disney family favourites and 
beyond, featuring many classic and contemporary songs.


The Academy Award called Oscar is handed over as the grandest 
recognition in movies. It is an institution that everyone is willing to be 

a part of, but gives privilege only to the very few, the very 

talented, and the very lucky.


We will be celebrating some of these recipients, along 

with some of the nominees, some of our favourites 

and some of whom we feel deserve 

greater recognition.

About the Show Welcome from ALJAŽ & Janette

The first ever Academy Awards took place on May 16th 1929 at a 

private dinner for 270 guests at the Hollywood Roosevelt  

Hotel in Los Angeles. The winners had already been announced. 

The closed envelope system wasn’t introduced until 1941.
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Janette Manrara was born in Miami, Florida to a fun-filled and loving 
Cuban family. Always up for a performance as a child, it was evident 
that Janette was born to perform!

When she was 12, she began attending a musical theatre school 
(MDA) taking acting, singing, and dance classes. Through the school’s 
involvement with Univision TV, Janette made appearances on the 
hispanic, record breaking TV Game show Sabado Gigante allowing 
her to develop the natural charm and charisma she brings in front of a 
camera today. 

Janette attended the school until she was 19 when she moved studios 
and began classes at DanceTown. Focusing strictly on dancing, 
Janette began taking jazz, ballet, pointe, flamenco, hip hop, and 
partnering classes. It was here, under the direction of the USA based 
and very popular dance couple, Manuel & Lory Castro, that Janette 
became a strong and versatile dancer. 

Janette auditioned for the fifth season of the hit FOX TV show So You 
Think You Can Dance?, where she was selected to be in the Top 20 
dancers, and was a stand-out from the first episode making it all the 
way to top 4 girls, and toured with the show throughout the USA for 
3 months following the show. After that, Janette made the move from 
Miami to LA and performed with Jennifer Lopez, danced in The 82nd 
Academy Awards, and was also cast as a principal dancer on the TV 
sensation Glee. She then returned to So You Think You Can Dance?, 
Season 8 as an “All Star”, and shortly after featured in the theatre show 
of Dancing with the Stars Live in Las Vegas! 

Janette was then asked to join Broadway & international touring show, 
Burn the Floor. There she perfected her Latin and Ballroom with world 
champions Jason Gilkison & Peta Roby. She performed with the show 
for the following 4 years traveling all over the world including London’s 
West End. It was here where the producers of the BBC1 hit TV series, 
Strictly Come Dancing came to watch and instantly fell in love with her 
passionate and quality performance.  

Not long after, she was cast as a Professional Dancer on Season 11 
of Strictly Come Dancing, first partnering with fashion designed Julien 
Macdonald. Since then Janette has been partnered with Jake Wood, 
Peter Andre, Melvin Odoom, Aston Merrygold, Dr Ranj and most 
recently Will Bailey MBE.  Janette has won the Strictly Come Dancing, 
Christmas Special twice; once in 2016 with Melvin and again in 2018 
with Aston. The start of 2020 has seen Janette win the Strictly Come 
Dancing Live Tour with 2019 winner Kelvin Fletcher. 

Other recent television credits include: Big Week at the Zoo (Channel 
5), Inside The Ritz (ITV) and CelebAbility (ITV2). 

JANETTE MANRARA

REMEMBERING
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Jamie D Howard
Janette Manrara was born in Miami, Florida to a fun-filled and loving Cuban family. Always up for a performance as a child, it was evident that Janette was born to perform! When she was 12, she began attending a musical theatre school (MDA) taking acting, singing, and dance classes. Through the school’s involvement with Univision TV, Janette made appearances on the hispanic, record breaking TV Game show Sabado Gigante allowing her to develop the natural charm and charisma she brings in front of a camera today.  Janette attended the school until she was 19 when she moved studios and began classes at DanceTown. Focusing strictly on dancing, Janette began taking jazz, ballet, pointe, flamenco, hip hop, and partnering classes. It was here, under the direction of the USA based and very popular dance couple, Manuel & Lory Castro, that Janette became a strong and versatile dancer.  Janette auditioned for the fifth season of the hit FOX TV show So You Think You Can Dance?, where she was selected to be in the Top 20 dancers, and was a stand-out from the first episode making it all the way to top 4 girls, and toured with the show throughout the USA for 3 months following the show. After that, Janette made the move from Miami to LA and performed with Jennifer Lopez, danced in The 82nd Academy Awards, and was also cast as a principal dancer on the TV sensation Glee. She then returned to So You Think You Can Dance?, Season 8 as an “All Star”, and shortly after featured in the theatre show of Dancing with the Stars Live in Las Vegas!  Janette was then asked to join Broadway & international touring show, Burn the Floor. There she perfected her Latin and Ballroom with world champions Jason Gilkison & Peta Roby. She performed with the show for the following 4 years traveling all over the world including London’s West End. It was here where the producers of the BBC1 hit TV series, Strictly Come Dancing came to watch and instantly fell in love with her passionate and quality performance.   Not long after, she was cast as a Professional Dancer on Season 11 of Strictly Come Dancing, first partnering with fashion designed Julien Macdonald. Since then Janette has been partnered with Jake Wood, Peter Andre, Melvin Odoom, Aston Merrygold, Dr Ranj, Will Bailey MBE and most recently HRVY, where they were finalists.  Janette has won the Strictly Come Dancing, Christmas Special twice; once in 2016 with Melvin and again in 2018 with Aston. At the start of 2020 saw Janette win the Strictly Come Dancing Live Tour with 2019 winner Kelvin Fletcher. Other recent television credits include: Big Week at the Zoo (Channel 5), Inside The Ritz (ITV) CelebAbility (ITV2) and guest co-hosting BBC1’s Morning Live. �

Jamie D Howard
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ALJAŽ ŠKORJANEC

REMEMBERING
 THE OSCARS®

The youngest winner of a scoring award: Prince was 26 when  
he won original song score for Purple Rain (1984).

Jamie D Howard
Aljaž Škorjanec was born in Ptuj, Slovenia. Aljaž found dancing at an early age when he signed himself up to a local dance class. It was only after being contacted by the dance instructor, who suggested that Aljaž take lessons at a proper dance school, that his mother found out he was attending the classes. Aged 5 years, Aljaž began attending International Dance Center Fredidance 3 to 4 times a week. His commitment to travel the two hours for lessons continued from primary school through to the end of his high school years. His coaches were Fredi and Daniela Novak, known worldwide for their amazing coaching abilities.  Aljaž has represented his home country Slovenia in many international dance competitions, and won numerous titles. He met his then dance partner, Valerija Rahle early on in his training and the two quickly flew to winning various championships. Aljaž is a nineteen-time Slovenian Champion in Ballroom, Latin, and 10 dance! His strong commitment, impeccable technique, and passionate performances in competitions made him the exemplary dancer he is today. His talent was not unnoticed, as he was approached to be a Professional Dancer in the Slovenian version of Dancing with the Stars, which became his first television appearance. After he finished competing he auditioned to become a member of the Broadway and international touring show, Burn the Floor. The producers, fell in love with his charismatic and technical dancing, and shortly after, he was a lead dancer on the show. He was a part of Burn the Floor for 4 years, dancing around the world including the West End in London, England. It was here where Aljaž was noticed by of the producers of the BBC1 hit TV series, Strictly Come Dancing. Not long after watching his passionate performance, Aljaž was cast as a Professional Dancer in 2013 for Season 11 of Strictly Come Dancing. His Strictly debut was a huge success, winning in his first year with celebrity dance partner Abbey Clancy during the first all-female final.  His other celebrity partners have been Alison Hammond, Helen George, Daisy Lowe, Gemma Atkinson, Kate Silverton, Viscountess Weymouth and most recently Clara Amfo. Other recent television credits include: Big Week at the Zoo (Channel 5), Inside The Ritz (ITV) and CelebAbility (ITV2).    

�



1110
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When Strictly professionals, Aljaž Škorjanec and Janette 
Manrara, took their Remembering The Movies show on the 
road last year, it shifted 50,000 tickets at UK box offices.

Now comes Remembering the Oscars, which the 
married couple are taking on a 36-date tour beginning in 
Aylesbury on March 22 and ending in Cardiff on May 3 
with a six-night residency at London’s Peacock Theatre 
from the end of March. 

There will be songs - and dance, of course - from hit films 
like Cabaret, Dirty Dancing and a whole section devoted 
to Disney movies including Aladdin, Beauty and the Beast, 
The Lion King, Mary Poppins and When You Wish Upon A 
Star (from Pinocchio), a recurring theme throughout the 
whole show. 

The production will feature a cast of some of the best 
dancers based in the UK - four male, four female - a male 
and female singer, brand new stage design, eye-catching 
costumes and a huge LED screen featuring specially 
filmed content about which the two stars of the show will 
divulge not one word.

They couldn’t be more enthusiastic about this latest 
venture, though. ‘You’re going to get a night at the Oscars,’ 
says Aljaž. ‘There’s going to be all styles of dancing that 
even includes a little bit of Bollywood courtesy of Slumdog 
Millionaire.’

Says Janette: ‘We’ll also be reflecting some of the amazing 
choreography featured in films like La La Land, Flashdance 
and Chorus Line. It can’t be long, in our opinion, until an 
Oscar is awarded for best choreography.’

One of her favourite parts of the show is when she’ll get 
to do the slow, romantic numbers with her husband. 
Whichever way you slice it, Aljaž is something of a 
heartthrob. Is she comfortable with that? ‘Absolutely. 
In fact, I find it quite complimentary. I’m very proud of 
him. The way I see it, I pick up some of the kudos. Other 
women might lust after him but I’m the one who’s got him!’ 
But, before rehearsals began in earnest, Janette had to 
complete the Strictly pro/celeb UK tour. ‘I agreed to do it,’ 
she explains, ‘because Kelvin Fletcher who won the 2019 
TV show needed a new partner; Oti Mabuse was busy 
being a judge on The Greatest Dancer.’ 

What did Janette feel about stepping into someone else’s 
dance shoes? ‘If I’m honest, ii was a little bit nerve-wracking 
taking over from her but luckily we’re really good friends.’ 

FACE TO FACE WITH ALJAŽ AND JANETTE
BY RICHARD BARBER

And what of Kelvin? ‘He says he loved dancing with  
Oti but that he enjoyed the new energy that comes with  
a new partner.’

Aljaž didn’t take part in the Strictly pro/celeb tour this time 
round. Why not? ‘Simple,’ he says. ‘Last year, incredible 
as it was, was so relentless. I went from tour to tour - I 
also was part of the Here Come The Boys tour - and then 
straight in to Strictly. Not counting the TV show, I did over a 
hundred performances in 2019. I don’t say I was heading 
for burn-out but I definitely needed a break.’ 

Certainly, the last series of Strictly was never short 
of drama. Aljaž was paired with Emma, Viscountess 
Weymouth and very seriously she took it indeed. They 
were knocked out in Week 7, halfway through the series, 
and by her own admission, she cried buckets for days 
afterwards, something Aljaž acknowledges.

‘It took over her life. She was fixated on getting the dance 
as good as we could make it each week. We rehearsed 
in the village hall in somewhere called Horningsham in 
Wiltshire, next to the family seat at Longleat. I met her 
husband and their two boys, Henry and John. 

‘She was devastated when we were voted off because we 
got along so well and because she was looking forward to 
dancing the quickstep the following Saturday. We’re friends 
to this day.’

Says Janette: ‘She definitely became one of my good 
girlfriends. Even now, we text each other almost every day. 
And, not so long ago, Aljaž and I spent a weekend with the 
family at Longleat. I lost count of how many bedrooms they 
have. She’s the best host.’

Janette’s 2019 journey with World Number One 
Paralympic table tennis player, Will Bayley, was 
dramatically different. A fall in rehearsal not only resulted 
in him having to pull out of Strictly but a question mark 
still hangs over whether he’ll be able to compete at the 
Paralympic Games in Tokyo this summer. ‘It was very 
scary,’ she says.

Will was born with a condition called arthrogryposis which 
affects all four of his limbs. He survived long enough 
on the show to perform a deeply moving contemporary 
dance, telling his personal story, and dedicated it to his 
parents and the staff at Great Ormond Street hospital for 
their expert care when he was diagnosed with cancer at 
just seven years old. 

‘After the fall,’ says Janette, ‘I went with him to see the 
doctor to get the results of the tests he’d run. We both took 
it really badly when we realised it was the end of the road 
for our Strictly partnership. We were in tears. Still, I’ll always 
be thankful for the fact we got to do that contemporary 
number. I know Will wanted to show that anything is 
possible.’

Says Aljaž: ‘There was a terrific camaraderie among the 
contestants last year but Will was the glue that held us all 
together. His can-do attitude was the spirit of the show. 
He was forever telling us we were all champs. He was an 
inspiration.’

There’s been much speculation, particularly now that 
Dancing On Ice has blazed a trail with H from Steps 
partnering Matt Evers, about two men dancing together 
on Strictly. 

‘I welcome it,’ says Janette. ‘Why not? I’m all about being 
inclusive. Dancing for me has never been about male and 
female. It’s about leading and following. It could be two 
girls. It doesn’t matter.’

Would Aljaž feel comfortable about dancing with another 
man? ‘If it came to that, yes, of course. The first time I 
appeared at Blackpool as a junior - I must have been about 
11 - there were two girls who won every award going. They 
were incredible. But then it’s about being creative, telling a 
story, connecting with an audience.’

Professionally speaking, Aljaž can’t see a time, he says, 
when he won’t be dancing if his body allows. ‘I’ve been 
dancing since I was five. I can’t remember when I didn’t 
want to be a dancer.’ 

He grew up in a small town - ‘There was only one set of 
traffic lights’ - in Slovenia, an hour-and-a-half’s drive from 
the capital, Ljubljana. His father, Srecko, would drive him 
there after school to dancing lessons every other day 
and then wait hours before driving him home again. It’s a 
sacrifice that Aljaž has never forgotten and one that he’s 
applied to his career before, during and aside from Strictly.

His mother, Natasa, was equally invested in her son’s 
ambition. And discipline and dedication, he says, were 
her watchwords. ‘Her favourite saying was: “The short 
cut is the longest way.” What she meant is that there’s no 
substitute for doing things properly.’ He clearly took it to 
heart. He rolls up his sleeve to reveal a tattoo of his adored 
mother’s maxim on his left upper forearm.  

Does it ever occur to either him or Janette that the Strictly 
bubble might one day burst? ‘Every single day,’ says Aljaž. 
‘Our faces may not fit anymore or our bodies will start 
objecting to the demands we make on them. But it’s great 
while it lasts.’ 

Janette agrees. ‘I’d had some success in Miami where 
I was raised but Strictly changed our lives, no question. 
People talk about the Strictly Curse. Well, we see it more 
as a blessing. It’s why we met, it’s where we fell in love 
and now we’re married. I think the public likes the fact that 
we’re a real-life couple.’

She wears it well but Janette is now 36. Each comes from 
a strong family - they spent two weeks over Christmas 
with Aljaž’s parents, sister and niece in Slovenia - so it’s 
reasonable to assume that they’ll want their own family 
one day. Both nod vigorously.

’The trouble,’ says Janette, ‘is that it’s never the right time.’ 
Nadiya Bychkova is the only pro dancer on the show who 
has a child. ‘It’s tough for her. I see how hard she finds all 
the juggling. At the moment, I’m winging it although I’m not 
putting it off each year. 

‘What I do know is that it won’t happen in 2020. I’ve 
decided that this year I want to give my dancing and 
professional life absolutely everything. I’m trying to put  
lots of effort into so many projects - like my online talk 
show - so that, when I do take time out, I’ll have  
other irons in the fire.’

All right, let’s fast-forward 10 years.  
What would be the perfect scenario,  
both personally and professionally,  
for each of them? Aljaž loves the  
social life, he says, that comes  
with dancing. 

‘I like to entertain; I’m fond of cooking. So, looking way into 
the future, I’d love to own a coffee shop or a bar one day. 
But, for now, there’s nothing I like better than performing.’

Involuntarily, he picks up Janette’s right hand. ‘I hope 
we’re just as happy then as we are now,’ he says, simply.  
‘I feel so happy and proud of everything we do every day.’

Says Janette: ‘The more time we spend together, the 
more the love deepens. I think about the future a lot. In 10 
years’ time, children will be part of the picture. And I hope 
we’ll have a beautiful home out in the country. Health and 
happiness - that’s the goal. ‘That’s what I wish upon a star.’

1110
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Has an Oscar ever won an Oscar?

They have! Oscar Hammerstein II - yes, he of Rodgers 
and Hammerstein fame - won two Oscars for Best Original 
Song: Lady Be Good’s ‘The Last Time I Saw Paris’ and 
State Fair’s ‘It Might As Well Be Spring’.

He’s the only person called Oscar to win an Oscar though.

Why are they called Oscars anyway?

Officially, the winners take home an Academy Award 
of Merit, but the nickname Oscar was officially adopted 
in 1939. What’s less clear is how it ended up with that 
moniker.

A biography of Bette Davis claimed that she nicknamed 
the award after her first husband Harmon Oscar Nelson. 
However, the most popular origin story is that an Academy 
executive secretary called Margaret Herrick saw the award 
in 1931 and said it looked like her “Uncle Oscar”.

Who’s the youngest and oldest Oscar winner ever?

The youngest winner of any Oscar ever was Shirley 
Temple who, when she was only six years old, won the 
first-ever Academy Juvenile Award in 1934, an award that 
is no longer given out.

The oldest winner of any Oscar ever is James Ivory, who 
won Best Adapted Screenplay for Call Me by Your Name 
in 2017 when he was 89 years old.

ACADEMY AWARDS TRIVIA

Who’s got the longest losing streak before winning  
an Oscar?

That would be composer Victor Young, who received 21 
nominations without winning, even when he was twice 
nominated in four awards at the same Oscars. He won  
at the 22nd time of asking for Around the World in 80 Days, 
but it was a posthumous win.

Closely behind, sound re-recording mixer Kevin O’Connell 
had 20 nominations until he won for Hacksaw Ridge, his 
21st nomination.

There must be something about sound because the 
longest losing streak at the moment belongs to sound 
engineer Greg P Russell, who regularly works with 
O’Connell and has 16 nominations without winning.

What movie has received the most Oscar 
nominations?

Three movies in Oscar history have picked up 14 
nominations: All About Eve, Titanic and La La Land.

A record haul isn’t a guarantee of success though as  
All About Eve and La La Land both only won six awards, 
although Titanic fared better and took home 11 wins, 
equalling the record. Talking of which...

And what movie has won the most Oscars?

Alongside Titanic, two other movies have won 11 Oscars: 
Ben-Hur and The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King.

Even more impressively for the climactic Lord of the Rings 
movie, it won every single category it was nominated in, 
the biggest clean sweep ever.

Has anyone ever declined an Oscar?

Three people, actually, although one of them, Dudley 
Nichols, accepted his award three years later.

George C Scott refused his Best Actor Oscar for Patton 
because he thought the Oscar ceremony was “a two-
hour meat parade”, while Marlon Brando refused the Best 
Actor award for The Godfather due to “the treatment of 
Native Americans today by the film industry”. Brando sent 
Sacheen Littlefeather to the Oscars to refuse the award.
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BEHIND THE SCENES

Weighing in at 8.5 pounds, the Oscars statuette stands at 13.5 inches tall.  
It depicts a knight, holding a sword and standing on a reel of film. Bob Hope hosted the Oscars a record 19 times. 
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THE SINGERS THE SINGERS

JANINE JOHNSON
As well as being a rising solo artist on the Jazz/Soul music scene, Janine’s 

collaborations include: Ian Shaw, Paloma Faith, Bobby McFerrin, Cool Million, 

Take That, George Michael, Ray Davies, The Who, Kaiser Chiefs, Sarah Jane 

Morris, and David Arnold, to name a few.

Janine is adventurous and passionate about life in general. She was living  

and working in Spain for twelve years before returning to London to further her  

music/acting career. She trained in Musical Theatre at Guildford School of Acting 

and has played a number of roles in Theatre and TV. As a singer & songwriter 

she has released one album, Strength, Wisdom and Growth, and one  

released EP Passion.

GIOVANNI SPANÓ 
Giovanni trained at Sylvia Young Theatre School and Laine Theatre Arts.

Giovanni most recently appeared on the 2018 series of ITV’s The X Factor reaching 

 the live finals.

Giovanni originated the role of Ledoux in Bat Out Of Hell in Manchester and at  

London’s ENO.

Further theatre credits include: Harry The Horse & Angie The Ox in Guys & Dolls (Savoy 

Theatre/Phoenix Theatre, Tel Aviv), Dance Til Dawn (Aldwych Theatre); Simon Zealotes 

in the Arena Tour of Jesus Christ Superstar (Really Useful/ AEG Arena Tour); Doody in 

Grease (Piccadilly Theatre); Pepper in Mamma Mia! (Prince of Wales Theatre); Willard  

in Footloose (West End/National Tour); Goody in Fame (National Tour); Wonderful  

Town (Royal Exchange Manchester/ National Tour); Cousin Kevin in The Who’s  

Tommy (Greenwich Theatre); Clarence in Whistle Down The Wind (Aldwych Theatre); 

Robin in Falstaff (The Royal Opera House); Tootles in Peter Pan (Royal Festival Hall).

Screen credits include: Anthony Mundine in Holby City (BBC); Napoleon in the  

award-winning film The Profesional (Supra Deus Productions); Simon Zealotes  

in Jesus Christ Superstar Arena DVD (Universal Pictures); 

Original Cast recordings include: Bat Out Of Hell, Whistle Down The Wind,  

Bugsy Malone and Peter Pan.

He is also the frontman in the rock band GIO. 

In 1974, a streaker ran across the stage behind host David Niven,  

who quipped   ‘The only laugh that man will ever get in his life is  

by stripping... and showing his shortcomings’.

The first televised Oscars was on March 19th 1953 when the NBC TV and radio  

network broadcast the 25th anniversary ceremony live from Hollywood.
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ASHLEY DUNBAR

Ashley Dunbar is from Uxbridge, 

Middlesex and has trained to dance 

most of his life at I Got Soul Performing 

Arts, Ruislip. 

Ashley has been heavily involved 

in dance company S.Y.D.C and has 

showcased in London as a feature 

many times. This has led him to assist 

choreographer Sam McAvoy on shows 

such as Britain’s Got Talent and the 

B*Witched Australia Tour. 

At the age of 17 he made his debut 

on television as a dancer on Disney 

channels The Lodge. 

Mr Bowlers Dance Company took Ashley 

on a very high brow run at London’s bar 

Zedel, making him one of the nine in the 

company where they did not leave the 

stage for an hour and a half. 

You will also spot Ashley on dance 

videos for artists such as Sour as well 

as one of the main dancers on the 

Bollywood movie Monday to Friday. 

Ashley loves his role as a dance teacher 

at the school he grew up in. He prides 

himself on being a role model for the 

younger generation and inspiring 

students. 

Ashley made his West End debut at the 

age of 19 with Rip it Up the 60s.

Since Ashley’s West End debut he has 

been privileged and proud to join the 

company of One Night of Tina, touring 

Germany, Austria and Switzerland with 

director/choreographer Gary Lloyd. 

EDIZ IBRIHAM 

Ediz started his professional training at 

Masters College where he graduated in 

2016. After he made his debut in Andrea 

Bocelli’s UK Tour, he then went on to 

perform for other renowned artists such 

as Ally Brooke, Alfie Boe and Chaka 

Khan. Ediz’s film credits include Zoe 

staring Ewan McGregor and Horrible 

Histories for both TV and film. Most 

recently Ediz has been working on 

Bridgerton - a new Netflix series starring 

Julie Andrews.

Ediz has a great passion for theatre, 

having recently performed at the Best 

of Rock Musicals, Eventim Apollo 

choreographed by Kevan Allen and 

Goldilocks and The Three Bears at the 

London Palladium choreographed by 

Karen Bruce (Royal Festival Hall).

Screen credits include: Anthony 

Mundine in Holby City (BBC); Napoleon 

in the award-winning film The Profesional 

(Supra Deus Productions); Simon 

Zealotes in Jesus Christ Superstar Arena 

DVD (Universal Pictures); Original Cast 

recordings include: Bat Out Of Hell, 

Whistle Down The Wind, Bugsy  

Malone and Peter Pan.

CHARLOTTE COGGIN 

Charlotte trained at The Urdang 

Academy where she gained a First  

Class BA Hons Degree in Dance and 

Musical Theatre.

Her credits include:

Ensemble/Understudy Ali in Mamma Mia 

(Royal Caribbean Productions) 2015-16, 

Swing/Cover Cha Cha, Frenchy and 

Miss Lynch in Grease UK Tour and Tel 

Aviv 2017-2018, Liat in South Pacific in 

concert 2018, Ensemble in Bodyguard 

Das Musical in Vienna 2018-2019, 

Swing in The Bodyguard UK Tour in 

2019, Rip it Up the 70s UK Tour in 2019 

and Ensemble in Guys and Dolls at the 

Sheffield Crucible 2019-2020.

CAST

KATE KENRICK 

Stage Credits: Electra/Swing/Cover 

Rumpleteaser & Jennyanydots in CATS 

(Kilworth House Theatre); Ensemble in 

Cinderella (Qdos); Ensemble/Nymph 

in Mary Poppins (Stuttgart & Hamburg, 

Germany); Swing in Matilda (Cambridge 

Theatre); Ensemble/Cover Fairy in  

Jack and the Beanstalk (Qdos);  

Tico/Ensemble in Dora The Explorer - 

City of Lost Toys (International Tour); 

Assistant Choreographer for Kiss Me 

Kate (Upstairs at the Gatehouse)

Film & Television Credits: Dancer in 

Miranda Hart: My Such Fun Celebration 

(BBC); Dancer in Molly Moon  

(Amber Entertainment)

STUART ROUSE  

Born in Essex, Stuart started dancing at 

the age of 7 at a local dance school the 

Stagestruck Academy. He went on to 

continue his training in Essex, studying 

Musical Theatre at Performers College. 

He has recently finished in Aladdin at the 

New Victoria Theatre Woking as Dance 

Captain/Ensemble. 

Other Theatre Credits: Starlight Express 

(Bochum, Germany) Dick Whittington 

(Bristol Hippodrome), Roger in An 

Evening of Dirty Dancing (UK Tour), 

Dancing Queen (Fallsview Casino, 

Niagara), Last Night A DJ Saved My Life 

(UK Tour), Puttin’ On The Ritz (UK and 

Monaco Tour). 

Television Credits include: The Royals 

TV Series, Britain’s Got Talent (Live semi 

finals with tap group The Beat Brothers), 

Talk About You (Mika Music Video), The 

X Factor, Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 

Takeaway, and the FA Cup Opening 

Ceremony. 

ROBBIE KMETONI   
DANCE CAPTAIN

Robbie Kmetoni has been dancing for 

over 19 years now, training in all genres of 

dance at Brent Street Academy. Straight 

out of high school at the age of 17, Robbie 

was chosen as one of Australia’s Top 20 

on the Channel TEN hit TV series So You 

Think You Can Dance, 2010.

Robbie was fortunate enough to win the 

entire season accepting a contract to tour 

the world with the renowned ballroom and 

dance sensation Burn The Floor, mentored 

by the one and only Jason Gilkison &  

Peta Roby.

As a result, he travelled the world for 4 

years performing to audiences in countries 

such as USA, Japan, South Africa, 

China, Hong Kong, Singapore, Australia, 

Netherlands and finishing off 2013 with  

a successful 6 month run in London’s 

West End.

Robbie then went onto doing his very 

first season on the 14th series of Dancing 

With The Stars Australia in 2014 as a 

professional dancer partnering winter 

Olympic gold medalist, Torah Bright!

In 2016, Robbie joined forces with Burn 

the Floor once again to create and 

choreograph a brand new show for the 

world’s most luxurious ship The Regent 

Explorer - NCL.

At the beginning of 2018, Robbie moved 

to London. He straight away booked a 

job touring the UK with Kevin and Karen 

Dance Live 2018 starring two BBC Strictly 

Come Dancing Professional dancers and 

an incredible cast of dancers.

Since moving to London, Robbie has 

performed along side many famous artists 

including Gloria Estefan, The Backstreet 

Boys, Luis FonsI (Despacito), Helene 

Fischer & Andrea Bocelli

2019 saw Robbie touring through both 

France and UK with two major shows 

ALors, On Danse? and Rip it Up the 70s.
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The first ever Academy Awards took place on May 16th 1929 at a 

private dinner for 270 guests at the Hollywood Roosevelt  

Hotel in Los Angeles. The winners had already been announced. 

The closed envelope system wasn’t introduced until 1941.

Since 1950, Oscar winners cannot officially sell their statuette 

without first offering it back to the Academy for a dollar.

ASH-LEIGH HUNTER  

Ash-Leigh is one of Australia’s most 

dynamic and highly experienced Ballroom 

and Latin performers. She began dancing 

jazz and ballet at the age of four and found 

her passion for Ballroom and Latin at the 

age of seven. 

Ash-Leigh was a Junior British finalist 

and was crowned the Junior British 

Jive Champion at the Blackpool 

Championships. She was also an 

Australian 10 Dance Champion.

In 2001, she joined world-renowned 

dance production Burn the Floor travelling 

extensively across the world for 16 years, 

including performances at London’s West 

End twice and a Broadway tour throughout 

the USA. In 2009 she was a finalist on the 

Australian reality TV show So You Think 

You Can Dance and has since become a 

regular professional on the popular show 

Dancing with the Stars in Australia, making 

the Grand Final twice during her four 

season appearance. 

Ash-Leigh has danced for the rock band 

Deep Purple and artists including Pixie Lott, 

Samantha Jade and John Paul Young. She 

has also performed in Priscilla Queen of the 

Desert the musical. Her latest success had 

her as a Grand Finalist on Dancing with the 

Stars in South Africa in April 2018. 

Ash-Leigh is now working as a 

choreography assistant on BBC’s Strictly 

Come Dancing in the UK. Ash-Leigh 

performed in Remembering the Movies 

last year and is excited to be back for 

Remembering the Oscars.

The first ever Academy Awards took place on May 16th 1929 at a 

Hotel in Los Angeles. The winners had already been announced. 

Ash-Leigh is now working as a 

choreography assistant on BBC’s Strictly 

Come Dancing in the UK. Ash-Leigh 

performed in Remembering the Movies 

last year and is excited to be back for 

Remembering the Oscars.

Grace Walker is a professional performer 
who graduated from Bodywork Company 
International in Cambridge in 2018, and 
since then has had success performing in 
the U.K. and overseas.  
 
Theatre Credits include: The Sound of 
Music (Cyprus), Remembering the 
Movies (UK Tour), 9 To 5 The Musical 
(UK Tour), Cats The Musical (Cyprus), A 
Night At The Musicals (Dubai)

GRACE WALKER ROBBIE KMETONI   
DANCE CAPTAIN

Robbie Kmetoni has been dancing for 

over 19 years now, training in all genres of 

dance at Brent Street Academy. Straight 

out of high school at the age of 17, Robbie 

was chosen as one of Australia’s Top 20 

on the Channel TEN hit TV series So You 

Think You Can Dance, 2010.

Robbie was fortunate enough to win the 

entire season accepting a contract to tour 

the world with the renowned ballroom and 

dance sensation Burn The Floor, mentored 

by the one and only Jason Gilkison &  

Peta Roby.

As a result, he travelled the world for 4 

years performing to audiences in countries 

such as USA, Japan, South Africa, 

China, Hong Kong, Singapore, Australia, 

Netherlands and finishing off 2013 with  

a successful 6 month run in London’s 

West End.

Robbie then went onto doing his very 

first season on the 14th series of Dancing 

With The Stars Australia in 2014 as a 

professional dancer partnering winter 

Olympic gold medalist, Torah Bright!

In 2016, Robbie joined forces with Burn 

the Floor once again to create and 

choreograph a brand new show for the 

world’s most luxurious ship The Regent 

Explorer - NCL.

At the beginning of 2018, Robbie moved 

to London. He straight away booked a 

job touring the UK with Kevin and Karen 

Dance Live 2018  starring two BBC Strictly 

Come Dancing Professional dancers and 

an incredible cast of dancers.

Since moving to London, Robbie has 

performed along side many famous artists 

including Gloria Estefan, The Backstreet 

Boys, Luis FonsI (Despacito), Helene 

Fischer & Andrea Bocelli

2019 saw Robbie touring through both 

France and UK with two major shows 

ALors, On Danse? and Rip it Up the 70s.

ASH-LEIGH HUNTER  

Ash-Leigh is one of Australia’s most 

dynamic and highly experienced Ballroom 

and Latin performers. She began dancing 

jazz and ballet at the age of four and found 

her passion for Ballroom and Latin at the 

age of seven. 

Ash-Leigh was a Junior British finalist 

and was crowned the Junior British 

Jive Champion at the Blackpool 

Championships. She was also an 

Australian 10 Dance Champion.

In 2001, she joined world-renowned 

dance production Burn the Floor travelling 

extensively across the world for 16 years, 

including performances at London’s West 

End twice and a Broadway tour throughout 

the USA. In 2009 she was a finalist on the 

Australian reality TV show So You Think 

You Can Dance and has since become a 

regular professional on the popular show 

Dancing with the Stars in Australia, making 

the Grand Final twice during her four 

season appearance. 

Ash-Leigh has danced for the rock band 

Deep Purple and artists including Pixie Lott, 

Samantha Jade and John Paul Young. She 

has also performed in Priscilla Queen of the 

Desert the musical. Her latest success had 

her as a Grand Finalist on Dancing with the 

Stars in South Africa in April 2018. 

Ash-Leigh is now working as a 

choreography assistant on BBC’s Strictly 
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and Latin performers. She began dancing 
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age of seven. 

Ash-Leigh was a Junior British finalist 

and was crowned the Junior British 

Jive Champion at the Blackpool 

Championships. She was also an 

Australian 10 Dance Champion.

In 2001, she joined world-renowned 

dance production Burn the Floor travelling 

extensively across the world for 16 years, 

including performances at London’s West 

End twice and a Broadway tour throughout 

the USA. In 2009 she was a finalist on the 

Australian reality TV show So You Think 

You Can Dance and has since become a 

regular professional on the popular show 

Dancing with the Stars in Australia, making 

the Grand Final twice during her four 

season appearance. 

Ash-Leigh has danced for the rock band 

Deep Purple and artists including Pixie Lott, 

Samantha Jade and John Paul Young. She 

has also performed in Priscilla Queen of the 

Desert the musical. Her latest success had 

her as a Grand Finalist on Dancing with the 

Stars in South Africa in April 2018. 

The first ever Academy Awards took place on May 16th 1929 at a 

Hotel in Los Angeles. The winners had already been announced. 

Ash-Leigh is now working as a 

choreography assistant on BBC’s Strictly 

Come Dancing in the UK. Ash-Leigh 

performed in Remembering the Movies 

last year and is excited to be back for 

Remembering the Oscars.

Ash-Leigh is one of Australia’s most 
dynamic and highly experienced Ballroom 
and Latin performers. She began dancing 
jazz and ballet at the age of four and found 
her passion for Ballroom and Latin at the 
age of seven. Ash-Leigh was a Junior 
British finalist and was crowned Junior 
British Jive Champion at the Blackpool 
Championships. She was also an 
Australian 10 Dance Champion.

In 2001, she joined the dance production 
Burn the Floor travelling extensively across 
the world for 16 years, including 
performances at London’s West End and 
a Broadway tour in the USA. 

In 2009 she was a finalist on the Australian 
reality TV show So You Think You Can 
Dance and has since become a regular 
professional on the popular show Dancing 
with the Stars in Australia, making the 
Grand Final twice during her four season 
appearance. 

Ash-Leigh has danced for artists, Deep 
Purple and Pixie Lott, Samantha Jade and 
John Paul Young, as well as in Priscilla 
Queen of the Desert the musical.

Her latest success had her as a Grand 
Finalist on Dancing with the Stars in South 
Africa in April 2018. Ash-Leigh now works 
as a choreography assistant on BBC’s 
Strictly Come Dancing in the UK. 

NATASHA MOULD 

Natasha Mould trained full time at Sylvia 
Young Theatre School and Laine Theatre 
Arts attending both with full DADA 
Scholarships. Since graduating LTA with a 
Distinction diploma, Natasha has worked 
in many areas of the industry, as a 
creative, dancer, singer and actress. In 
2013 her first job was in Craig Revel 
Horwood's 'Strictly Confidential' a Strictly 
UK tour. She then toured with the 
European and UK tour of Cats. 

Other shows Natasha has performed in 
are Hairspray UK tour as Penny Pingleton, 
Martha in Seven Brides for Seven 
Brothers at Regents Park Open Air 
theatre, Annie Get Your Gun at Sheffield 
Crucible, Grease UK tour, Me and My Girl 
at Chichester Festival Theatre and  in 9 to 
5 at The Savoy Theatre London. 

Commercial work includes The Xtra 
Factor, MustChup Sauce advert, BBC 
Children in Need, and as an extra dancer 
on Strictly Come Dancing. 
As a choreographer, she has assisted 
Nathan Clark, Matt Flint, Richard Marcel, 
Jason Gilkison to name a few.  

Natasha has her own dance franchise, 
where she hosts competitive and 
educational Dance events around the UK. 
She is a passionate teacher and has 
taught at CYD and choreographed 
competitive solos, duets, groups at dance 
schools.

ASH-LEIGH HUNTER JOSHUA MOORE 
Joshua trained at Laine Theatre Arts, 
graduating in 2015.

His professional theatre credits 
include; Anton and Erins UK Tour 2020 
and 2019, Keep Dancing (UK tour); Hot 
Salsa Nights (Touring Monaco); Material 
Girl the Madonna story (UK tour), Piano 
Legends Live (UK Tour), Puttin’ on the 
Ritz (Australia Tour), Forward 
Motion (Salders Wells Theatre London / 
US Tour). Joshua has more recently 
Performed for her majesty the queen at 
the Remembrance Day festival as seen on 
BBC1.  

His other television credits include principle 
dancer for the BETFRED Nifty Fifty 2020 
advert. Milan Fashion Week performing 
for Philipp Plein in the launch of his 2017 
men’s spring collection. Featured dancer in 
SKY ONE Celebrity Taxi. Dancer for the 
BBC comedy Cuckoo - series 4, and 
Model for the L’Oréal Paris Colour Trophy 
Awards. 

SCOTT COLDWELL  
ASSOCIATE CREATIVE ASSOCIATE CREATIVE & DANCER

Scott completed his training at Phil Winston’s 
Theatreworks in Blackpool. Since 2010 he has 
worked extensively in the commercial dance 
and theatre industry, working with many artists 
such as Rihanna and Take That to global 
brands Lynx and Coca Cola. 

Scott’s Theatre and Live show credits include: 
Rip it Up the 60s West End and UK Tour 
(2019), Anton and Erin’s UK tours (2014 
-2018), Remembering Fred (UK Tours 2017 
and 2018), Simple Gershwin (UK Tour), 
Olympic and Paralympic Closing Ceremonies, 
and Dance Nation  (UK arena Tour). Recent 
TV and Film Credits include Men In Black 4, 
BBC’s Festival of Remembrance, Peter Kay’s 
Car Share, Walking On Sunshine, TheX-
Factor and TheVoice
 
of Ireland. Commercial shoots include Just 
Dance Live 2018, the Lynx Cool Campaign, 
Madame Tussauds and the Burberry 
Christmas Advert. 

As associate choreographer Scott’s credits 
include; Here Come The Boys (UK Tour), 
Anton Du Beke’s Putting on the Glitz for Peel 
Productions, Natalie Lowe’s Dreamlover for 
P&O Cruises, Anton and Erin’s Broadway to 
Hollywood UK Tour and The Thursford 
Christmas Spectacular 2011. 

Other choreographic credits include 
Paralympic Torch Relay Tour 2012, Casa La 
Bamba for TUI Sensatori 2020 season, Jack 
and The Beanstalk at the Harlequin Theatre, 
and Redhill 2019 and Aladdin at Worthing 
Pavilion 2018 (choreographer). 
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GARETH WALKER  
SHOW DIRECTOR AND 

CHOREOGRAPHER

Artistic Director & choreographer Gareth 
Walker has made his mark on the world 
of dance. In 2012, he was the Associate 
Director on the Closing Ceremony for 
the London Olympics and Paralympics, 
working closely with Jay Z, Rihanna, 
Coldplay, Annie Lennox, Fatboy Slim, 
Jessie J and many more.

He has directed and choreographed tours 
for Steps, Anastacia, Mika, Take That, 
Beverly Knight and Lulu. He directed the 
sell-out Gobsmacked! show at Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival in 2015. He has created 
international shows for Celebrity Cruises 
(Miami), Davines Worldwide Hair with 
Angelo Seminara and City Of Dreams 
(Manilla), P&O Cruises, as well as 
numerous shows for the L’Oreal Colour 
Trophy.

Gareth loves creating and conceptualizing 
shows, His Seasons Of Love (2015) resulted 
in a sell-out dance show at The Theatre 
Royal, Drury Lane. He also directed and 
choreographed the sell-out Here Come 
The Girls tours starring: Lulu, Anastacia and 
Chaka Khan, and further runs with Lulu, 
Anastacia, Heather Small and Gloria Gaynor.

After graduating from The London Studio 
Centre, he enjoyed success performing 
in the West End, Commercial Dance and 
Presenting Ministry Of Sound Pump It 
Up Fitness DVDs. His show director path 
started when he was invited to assist on 
Take That’s The Ultimate, Beautiful World 
and Circus tours. From there he went on to 
choreograph for The Brit Awards, Toyota’s 

STEVEN HOWARD  
PRODUCER

Steven Howard is the founder of the 

TCB Group, a multi-faceted, family 

run  entertainment company. Set up in 

January 2005, as a global management 

company, which specialises in 

the creation and development of 

entertainment content. Activities include 

artist management and the conception 

and production of live shows.

Lat year’s productions included 

popular dance shows such as Aljaž and 

Janette’s Remembering The Movies, 

hit West End show Rip it Up the 60s 

(starring Aston Merrygold, Harry Judd, 

Jay McGuinness & Louis Smith) and 

Here Come The Boys (starring Aljaž 

Škorjanec, Giovanni Pernice and Gorka 

Marquez). Other recent productions 

have included two previous tours of 

Remembering Fred (2017 and 2018), 

again starring  Aljaž & Janette, Rip It Up 

the 50’s (2017) starring Natalie Lowe, 

Jay McGuinness and Louis Smith. and 

the hit Edinburgh Festival acapella show 

Gobsmacked!

Other sell-out tours produced by The 

TCB Group, featuring their clients, 

include the highly successful ‘Viva La 

Diva’ show starring Darcey Bussell & 

Katherine Jenkins (2008), ‘Here Come 

The Girls’ starring Lulu, Anastacia, 

Chaka Khan, Gloria Gaynor and Heather 

Small (2009) the sold-out debut tour of 

Britain’s Got Talent winners, Diversity, 

called ‘Diversitoys’ (2010) and Steps- 

The Ultimate Tour (2012)

World Trade Shows, Trevor Sorbie, and 
L’Oreal’s 50th Anniversary Celebrations. 
He has also choreographed many music 
artist’s tours. 

Gareth’s choreography has been seen 
on the majority of dance performances 
on major UK TV shows, including So 
You Think You Can Dance (BBC1), Don’t 
Stop Believing (Channel 5), The Royal 
Variety Show (BBC1), Take That’s Brit 
Award performance 2011, Sing If You Can 
(ITV) Strictly Come Dancing and many 
more. His passion for dance helps him 
inspire the next generation, whereby he is 
committed to improving teaching standards 
and training techniques. He is proud to 
be affiliated with Bodywork Company, 
Cambridge.

Gareth recently directed and 
choreographed Rip it Up the 60s, which 
performed at The Garrick Theatre in 
London’s West End. Gareth also directed 
and choreographed Remembering Fred 
(2017 & 2018), and Remembering The 
Movies, and the highly successful Rip It Up 
tours, the 50s starring Natalie Lowe, Jay 
McGuinness and Louis Smith, and the 60s 
starring Aston Merrygold, Jay McGuinness 
and Harry Judd. 

      
 

   

   
  

     

Artist’s represented by The TCB 

Group include, British icons Lulu and 

Dame Darcey Bussell. Also currently 

represented are Tunde (the voice of 

Lighthouse Family), acapella and Naked 

Choir winners Sons of Pitches.  The 

TCB Group has also managed the 

careers of Bryan Ferry and Roxy Music, 

Gabrielle, Steps, and guided the career 

for street-dance act Diversity, after they 

won 2009’s Britain’s Got Talent. In 2011 

The TCB Group set up a joint venture 

record label with EMI. The two signings 

to this were the iconic Twiggy and the 

legendary Sir Bruce Forsyth.

Prior to setting up The TCB Group, 

Steven Howard enjoyed a very 

successful 26 year career with the 

Zomba Group, where he was a founding 

Director. He oversaw the music 

publishing division, which signed and 

developed acts such as The Stone 

Roses, Daft Punk, Def Leppard, The 

Beat, The Thompson Twins, Iron Maiden, 

The Stray Cats, The Boomtown Rats, 

Billy Ocean, A Flock of Seagulls and 

Womack and Womack. He was also 

Managing Director of Jive Records,  

who enjoyed global successes with  

Billy Ocean, Britney Spears, The 

Backstreet Boys and Justin Timberlake 

as well as many others.

DAVID SHEPHERD  

      

     

      

   

    

    

    

      

    

       

     

     

   

    

       

     

       

     

      

     

      

        

     

        

    

      

     

      

      

     

      

     

       

   

     

      

     

     

     

     

       

    

     

     

    

    

     

      

     

     

  

       

      

       

       

     

  

     

Other song-writers and record producers 

that he worked closely with included 

Mutt Lange, (Shania Twain, The Cars, 

Foreigner, Def Leppard, Bryan Adams), 

Max Martin, responsible for all the hits 

by Britney Spears and The Backstreet 

Boys, Stephen Lipson (Annie Lennox, 

Will Young), Mark Hill (Craig David), 

Rollo (Dido, Faithless), and Steve Power 

(Robbie Williams).

 

The TCB Group are also producing a 
brand-new West End production of 
Here Come The Boys, where Aljaž 
Škorjanec is joined by fellow Strictly 
professional Graziano Di Prima, former 
Strictly favourites Pasha Kovalev and 
Robin Windsor, and former Strictly 
finalist Karim Zerouai

www.tcbgroup.co.uk
       
       
        

      
     

      
       

   

In 2021, Gareth is also creating Here 
Come The Boys for it’s West End 
debut, featuring Strictly Come 
Dancing’s Aljaž Škorjanec and Pasha 
Kovalev, and world class dancer’s 
Michael Dameski and Sam Salter.

Executive PRODUCER

“We were trying to create a thriving 
New York cabaret scene in a small 
corner of London and by and large we 
succeeded”. The venue soon became a 
successful producing and receiving 
house hosting music stars along with 
musical theatre, plays and comedy until 
the lease ended in 2010.

By 2011 he was now representing 
many of the artists he had worked with 
over the years.  He joined forces with 
Neil O’Brien during which time he 
continued to represent and develop his 
roster of artists, promote shows and 
was involved in several outdoor events 
most notably the Greenwich Music 
Time concert series before its sale 
to Live Nation.    

Eager to return to his roots he started 
producing theatre including the very 
successful Remembering Icons series, 
Here Come the Boys a Strictly Come 
Dancing spin off show, Viva La Diva 
and the successful Rip it Up series 
which ended up with a 17 week West 
End season.  David’s current projects 
include: Jean Paul Gaultier’s Fashion 
Freak Show, Here Come the Boys at 
the Garrick Theatre, On Your Toes with 
Andrew Wright, Dame Edna Tour, Dirty 
Dancing in concert, Jukebox Idols, and 
Elaine Paige and John Barrowman in 
concert. 

Prior to joining TEG MJR in 2019 to 
head up the new theatre division, David 
has operated independently in the 
entertainment industry for over 20 years 
producing both in the West End and UK 
touring.  He has worked with an eclectic 
mix of artists including Dionne Warwick, 
Robert Flack, UB40, Alexander O’Neal, 
Lulu, Elaine Paige,  Elaine Stritch, 
Dame Joan Collins, Michel Legrand, 
Alison Moyet, Boy George, Jason 
Donovan, Macy Gray, Chita Rivera, 
Michael Feinstein, Ute Lemper to name 
a few. He has been the exclusive 
promoter for Dionne Warwick since 
they met in the late 90’s and 20 years 
later remains her representative 
outside of North America today.

One career highlight was his 
involvement in the acquisition of the 
licence of the Death Row Records 
catalogue in the mid 90s. David 
managed a small international and 
domestic team licensing the catalogue 
across the world and selling directly into 
a very active UK retail market.

In early 2000 he became involved in the 
Shaw Theatre in Kings Cross turning a 
failing venue into a success within the 
first 12 months. Having developed 
relationships with a number of 
international artists he convinced them 
to perform at his venue as part of a 
London season before continuing on a 
national tour of the UK.

executive producer
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TOM COX 
SOUND DESIGNER

Recent Sound Designs and Associate 

Sound Designs include: Rip it Up the 

60s (Garrick Theatre), Doctor Dolittle 

(UK Tour), Rock of Ages (UK Tour), 

Fame (UK Tour), Five Guys Named Moe 

(Marble Arch Theatre), Hairspray (UK 

Tour), The Railway Children (UK Tour), 

Crazy For You (Guildhall School of 

Music and Drama), My Beautiful Circus 

& Any Port in a Storm (Gifford’s Circus), 

The Wedding Singer (UK Tour), The 

Full Monty (UK Tour) and Million Dollar 

Quartet (International Tour). 

Tom is an Associate Sound Designer 

for Ben Harrison Sound Design & 

Engineering. 

Tom has also recently worked as Head 

of Sound on productions including: 

Doctor Dolittle, The Wedding Singer, 

Five Guys Named Moe, Exposure The 

Musical, Hairspray and Spamalot.  

FRANCIS CAMPBELL 
COSTUME DESIGNER 

Francis Campbell was born in Hong Kong 

but returned to the UK, where he grew up 

in Hampshire. It was at an early age that 

he discovered an interest in fashion and 

design.

Francis attended Fareham College where 

he completed an art foundation diploma 

progressing to achieve a BA Honours First 

at the Arts University in Bournemouth. 

He has worked in the wardrobe 

department on various movies including 

Disney’s Cinderella the Tim Burton 

directed Dumbo, Wonder Woman and 

Kingsman: The Golden Circle, starring 

Colin Firth. 

Francis studied Historical Costume before 

joining the Wardrobe department at Strictly 

Come Dancing. He worked at the flagship 

programme for four years. Through his 

involvement with Strictly, he was invited 

to collaborate with Carol Howard, and 

between them they worked and designed 

costumes for the successful Remembering 

Fred, Remembering the Movies and Rip it 

Up tours, as well as Natalie Lowe’s Dream 

Lover, This was Francis’ first involvement 

in designing costumes for live theatrical 

productions. 

In addition to his film, television and 

theatre work, Francis enjoys designing 

bespoke wedding gowns. This can be 

seen in some of the lavish ball gowns 

worn by the female dancers on the 

aforementioned shows. 

SCOTT COLDWELL  
ASSOCIATE CREATIVE 

Scott completed his training at Phil 

Winston’s Theatreworks in Blackpool. 

Since 2010 he has worked extensively 

in the commercial dance and theatre 

industry, working with many artists and 

creatives from artists like Rihanna and 

Take That to global brands like Lynx and 

Coca Cola.

Scott’s performance Theatre and Live 

show credits include: Rip it Up the 60s 

West End and UK Tour (2019), Anton 

and Erin’s UK tours (2014 -2018), 

Remembering Fred (UK Tours 2017 

and 2018), Simple Gershwin (UK 

Tour), Olympic and Paralympic Closing 

Ceremonies, and Dance Nation  

(UK arena Tour).

Recent TV and Film Credits include Men In 

Black 4, BBC’s Festival of Remembrance, 

Peter Kay’s Car Share, Walking On 

Sunshine, The X-Factor and The Voice 

of Ireland. Commercial shoots Scott has 

done include Just Dance Live 2018, the 

Lynx Cool Campaign, Madame Tussauds 

and the Burberry Christmas Advert.

As associate choreographer Scott’s 

credits include; Here Come The Boys 

(UK Tour), Anton Du Beke’s Putting on the 

Glitz for Peel Productions, Natalie Lowe’s 

Dreamlover for P&O Cruises, Anton and 

Erins Broadway to Hollywood UK Tour 

and The Thursford Christmas Spectacular 

2011.

ROB ECKLAND 
MUSICAL SUPERVISOR

Rob graduated from The Royal College of 

Music, studying with Mike Moran, Ralph 

Salmins and Alex Neal.

Rob regularly works in television. Recent 

credits include: X Factor, X Factor 

Celebrity, Britain’s Got Talent, The Masked 

Singer, America’s Got Talent, Britain’s 

Got Talent: The Champions, America’s 

Got Talent: The Champions, X Factor: 

The Band, All Together Now, Celebrity All 

Together Now and Bryn Terfel Scholarship.

Selected credits: Gary Barlow, Cee Lo 

Green, Paloma Faith, Ladysmith Black 

Mambazo, Lord Andrew Lloyd-Webber, 

Gabrielle, Russell Watson, Beverley 

Knight, Louis Tomlinson, Emma Bunton, 

Jools Holland, Alexandra Burke, Dizzee 

Rascall, Daniel Beddingfield, Megan 

McKenna, Rick Wakeman, Katherine 

Jenkins, Sheridan Smith, David Essex, 

Florence & The Machine, Louise 

Redknapp, Rodrick Dixon & Dame Evelyn 

Glennie.

Orchestral & Ensemble work: Royal 

Philharmonic Orchestra, Royal 

Philharmonic Concert Orchestra, 

Philharmonia Orchestra, Bournemouth 

Symphony Orchestra, English Chamber 

Orchestra, London Metropolitan Orchestra 

and The BBC Big Band.  He was the 

Musical Director for The Evening Standard 

Theatre Awards 2019, has performed at 

The Opening Ceremony London 2012 

Olympics, NME Awards and contributed a 

LEIGH MULPETER  
LIGHTING DESIGNER

After starting as a YTS apprentice, Leigh 

worked his way up, leading to designing 

the lighting for shows such as Don’t Dress 

for Dinner and Check It Out at the Queens 

Theatre, Hornchurch. He went on to 

work for The Carl Rosa Opera Company, 

eventually designing the lighting for the 

UK and Italian tours of The Mikado. 

Leigh has worked as a moving light 

technician and programmer for various 

television production companies and 

shows. It was during this time he met 

some of his corporate clients leading to 

designing product launches for companies 

such as Nintendo, Jim Beam, Aveda, The 

Bodyshop and Jaguar Land Rover. 

In 2013, Leigh designed the London 

premiere of new musical Streets Project  

at the Cockpit Theatre.

Other work includes Jesus Christ Superstar, 

Sister Act for the Curve Theatre in Leicester, 

Earthquakes In London, The 25th Annual 

Putnam Spelling Bee, Dracula, The Little 

Shop of Horrors & Spring Awakening, at the 

Catford Broadway theatre.

His work with The TCB Group has been 

for Rip it Up tours, Remembering Fred, 

Remembering the Oscars, Here Come The 

Boys UK Tours and Natalie Lowe’s Dream 

Lover on board P&O ship Oceana.

Leigh also runs a lighting hire company 

supplying colleges and performing arts 

academies throughout the UK and Ireland. 

co-arrangement to The Brit Awards. 

Recent studio credits: Joss Stone, Emma 

Bunton, Martin & Shirlie Kemp, Amanda 

Holden, Anggun, John Barrowman, 

Leading Ladies and Anton Du Beke. 

Also Track Production for Strictly Come 

Dancing: The Professionals 2019, Rip It 

Up 70s and Mister Maker.

West-End credits: Dreamgirls, Motown: 

The Musical and Everybody’s Talking 

About Jamie as Associate Conductor. He 

has held chairs on The War of the Worlds 

(+ Arena Tours) and Stephen Ward, and 

deputised on Beautiful, The Bodyguard, 

Bat Out Of Hell and Thriller: Live. Other 

theatre credits include Inala, Dancing 

In The Streets, Soul Sister (all as MD) 

Grease (Orchestrator) and Brendan Cole’s 

Showman.

Rob has proudly arranged, recorded 

and fixed studio musicians for over 35 

successful productions at ted for their 

shows worldwide.

CAROL HOWARD  
COSTUME STYLIST

Stylist Carol Howard started out as a 

dancer and fashion model which gave 

her a great insight into the styling world. 

She has been styling Darcey Bussell 

for Strictly Come Dancing and working 

with her for over ten years, helping her 

at photoshoots and all television 

appearances. Prior to this, Carol worked 

with other TCB Group artists, on CD 

cover shoots, fashion spreads and TV 

appearances. 

It was at Strictly that she met with up- 

and-coming designer Francis Campbell. 

Their first live touring show collaboration 

was on Aljaž & Janette’s Remembering 

Fred show. For the first time they styled 

and designed the wardrobe for the entire 

cast as well as the lead artists. 

“Whilst it was initially a daunting task, 

we soon realised that we shared 

complimentary skills and abilities. It was 

always our joint intention to raise the bar 

with regards to costume & wardrobe for 

these shows.” 

Whilst Francis had a flair for the actual 

design work, Carol was able to bring 

her artistic eye and flair to the overall 

styling of Wardrobe for the whole 

production. Since then they have styled 

Remembering Fred in 2017 & 2018, 

Remembering The Movies 2019, Natalie 

Lowe’s Dream Lover show for P&O 

Cruises, and all the Rip it Up tours and 

West End run.

Other choreographic credits include 

Paralympic Torch Relay Tour 2012, Casa 

La Bamba for TUI Sensatori 2020 season, 

Jack and The Beanstalk at the Harlequin 

Theatre, and Redhill 2019 and Aladdin at 

Worthing Pavilion 2018 (choreographer).

Rob graduated from The Royal College of 
Music. 
Recent television credits include: X Factor, 
X Factor Celebrity, Britain’s Got Talent, The 
Masked Singer, America’s Got Talent, 
Britain’s Got Talent: The Champions, 
America’s Got Talent: The Champions, X 
Factor: The Band, All Together Now, and 
Bryn Terfel Scholarship. 

Selected credits: Gary Barlow, Cee Lo 
Green, Paloma Faith, Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo, Lord Andrew Lloyd-Webber, 
Gabrielle, Russell Watson, Beverley Knight, 
Louis Tomlinson, Emma Bunton, Jools 
Holland, Alexandra Burke, Dizzee Rascall, 
Daniel Beddingfield, Sheridan Smith, David 
Essex, and Florence & The Machine.

Orchestral & Ensemble work include Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestra, English Chamber 
Orchestra, London Metropolitan Orchestra 
and The BBC Big Band. He was the 
Musical Director for The Evening Standard 
Theatre Awards 2019, has performed at 
The Opening Ceremony London 2012 
Olympics, NME Awards.  He has Produced 
tracks for Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Professionals 2019, and Rip It Up 70s.
West-End credits: Dreamgirls, Motown: 
The Musical and Everybody’s Talking About 
Jamie as Associate Conductor. He has 
held chairs on The War of the Worlds  and 
Stephen Ward, and deputised on Beautiful, 
The Bodyguard, Bat Out Of Hell and 
Thriller:Live, In The Streets, Soul Sister (all 
as MD) Grease (Orchestrator) and 
Brendan Cole’s Showman. 

LEIGH MULPETER  
LIGHTING DESIGNER

After starting as a YTS apprentice, Leigh 

worked his way up, leading to designing 

the lighting for shows such as Don’t Dress 

for Dinner and Check It Out at the Queens 

Theatre, Hornchurch. He went on to 

work for The Carl Rosa Opera Company, 

eventually designing the lighting for the 

UK and Italian tours of The Mikado. 

Leigh has worked as a moving light 

technician and programmer for various 

television production companies and 

shows. It was during this time he met 

some of his corporate clients leading to 

designing product launches for companies 

such as Nintendo, Jim Beam, Aveda, The 

Bodyshop and Jaguar Land Rover. 

In 2013, Leigh designed the London 

premiere of new musical Streets Project  

at the Cockpit Theatre.

Other work includes Jesus Christ Superstar, 

Sister Act for the Curve Theatre in Leicester, 

Earthquakes In London, The 25th Annual 

Putnam Spelling Bee, Dracula, The Little 

Shop of Horrors & Spring Awakening, at the 

Catford Broadway theatre.

His work with The TCB Group has been 

for Rip it Up tours, Remembering Fred, 

Remembering the Oscars, Here Come The 

Boys UK Tours and Natalie Lowe’s Dream 

Lover on board P&O ship Oceana.

Leigh also runs a lighting hire company 

supplying colleges and performing arts 

academies throughout the UK and Ireland. 

matt howes 
MUSIC PRE-PRODUCTION

Matthew has had a wide and varied music 
career as a producer, songwriter and 
creative professional. 

He’s probably best known his work as 
Music Producer on Strictly Come Dancing 
where he worked closely with the 
professional dancers and choreographers 
to create exciting and vibrant routines, 
oftentimes devising entirely new 
arrangements of well loved, classic songs. 

Matthew has also written commissioned 
theme tunes for the likes of ITV & Channel 
4 in the UK, and seen his own music used 
by global brands such as McDonalds, 
Hewlett Packard, IMAX, Emirates and 
many more besides. 

Matthew lives on a houseboat in Brentford 
and most days he can be found on board 
making a racket in his custom built music 
studio. 

TV credits as Music Producer include: All 
Together Now (2018), Pitch Battle (2017), 
Strictly Come Dancing (2013-2016), and 
The Voice (2014). 

Steve Porter has been a freelance Event Producer 
for 16 years and prior to this worked at the Royal 
Albert Hall and IMG.

Steve started his career in the Royal Albert Hall Box 
Office and was soon made a Supervisor, a role he 
held for 4 years, and was then promoted to the 
Sales Department where he ran the diary for the 
Hall for 4 years booking in shows, managing and 
negotiating contracts and ensuring a smooth 
experience for all the promoters renting the Hall.  

From there he joined IMG Arts and Entertainment 
as Executive Producer looking after all aspects of 
concerts and Festivals such as Hampton Court 
Palace Festival, Althorp Picnic Concerts, Bryn 
Terfels Faenol Festival, English Heritage Concert 
Series at Kenwood House, Marble Hill and Audley 
End and sold out tours of the Spanish Riding 
School of Vienna.

After 8 years at IMG Steve decided to go freelance.  
In the last 16 years has continued to work on these 
events and many more open air concerts, produced 
the opening concert of the Amphitheatre in Doha, 
Qatar for Universal Music Arts and Entertainment 
and more recently has held roles at the Isle of Wight 
Festival and in 2020 was appointed Executive 
Producer of the Rewind Festivals having worked on 
them since their inception.  For the last 15 years 
Steve has also been the Tour and Production 
Manager for Elaine Paige touring Australia, New 
Zealand, China and extensively through Europe 
and the UK.

In 2019 Steve was delighted to accept the role as 
Production Manager for all Remembering Icons 
shows which to date include Remembering the 
Movies, Here Come the Boys, Rip it up 70s and 
Remembering the Oscars.

steve porter 
PRODUCTION MANAGER



STEVEN HOWARD FOR THE TCB GROUP AND DAVID SHEPHERD FOR TEG | MJR PRESENT

THE BOYS  
ARE BACK  
IN TOWN  

FROM MAY 
2021

GARRICK  
THEATRE
Charing Cross Rd, London WC2H

TICKETS AVAILABLE
HereComeTheBoysShow.com 

Cast changes and additions will happen  

throughout the season.  

Please check the website for details.

DIRECTED & CHOREOGRAPHED BY 

GARETH WALKER

#HereComeTheBoys
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Co-Creators                           
Aljaž Škorjanec & Janette Manrara

Producer
Steven Howard for The TCB Group

Executive Producer
David Shepherd 

Associate Producer Guy Chapman
Associate Producer John Yiannakis

Director Gareth Walker

Film Co-Director & Editor Ryan Howard

Production Manager Steve Porter 
Musical Supervisor Rob Eckland
Music Pre-Production Matt Howes
Lighting Designer Leigh Mulpeter
Costume Stylist Carol Howard
Costume Designer Francis Campbell
Screen content Mark Hurdle 

Choreographer Gareth Walker  
Additional Choreography 
Aljaž Škorjanec & Janette Manrara 
Associate Choreographer Scott Coldwell

Performers 
Aljaž Škorjanec & Janette Manrara

Singers 
Janine Johnson
Giovanni Spanó 

Dancers
Ash Leigh Hunter
Ediz Ibriham
Grace Walker
Natasha Mould
Joshua Moore
Kate Kenrick
Scott Coldwell
Stuart Rouse

For The TCB Group
Jamie Howard
Joe Howard
Carol Howard
Muttley

If you are interested to hear more 
about any of our other shows 
please e-mail: 
info@tcbgroup.co.uk

Crew
Production Assistant Harry Emerson
Production Assistant Sam Court
Wardrobe Ellie Tully
Wardrobe Kathy Howell
Wardrobe Kim Bladon
Hair Georgia Woodland
Make-Up Summer Dyason
Lighting Sam Leung 
Video Technician David Voyce 
Video Technician Daniel Acland  
WE Audio Wayne Barker 
WE Audio Rylan Machin

TCBtv Film Crew
Ryan Howard
Josh Perrett  
Chris Williams  
Jake Warner
Ben McElligott 
Cansen Yilmaz

Programme
Compiled & Created By Jamie Howard
Design Tim Everett and Olivia Walden 
Photography Colin Thomas
Hair & Make Up Marcos Gurgel and Olivia Davey 
Live photographs Fiona Whyte 

Marketing
Guy Chapman & Stephen 
Davies for Make A Noise  
Regional Press and Media Dave Clarke
National Press and Media Nick Fiveash 

www.rememberingtheoscars.com
www.tcbgroup.co.uk

Filmed at the Bournemouth International Centre
With Special Thanks to  Alex Strachan at IMAG Displays

The Producers would also like to thank:
Richard Arnold, Alastair Lindsey-Renton, Emma Bennett, 
James Carney, Elena Gilbert, Mark Ward, Vanessa Leagh 
Hicks, Helen Kelly, Bo, Nova Bussing, Paul Carey, Darren 
Connaughton, Martyn Wiseman, Nica Burns, Laurence 
Miller, Nimax Theatres and The Apollo Theatre and Staff

Thank you to all our venues and in particular our 
partner venues
Birmingham Symphony, Newcastle Theatre Royal, 
Northampton Derngate, Manchester Bridgewater Hall, 
Edinburgh Festival Theatre, Cambridge Corn Exchange, 
Shrewsbury Theatre Severn, Llandudno Venue Cymru, 
Cardiff St Davids Hall, Canterbury Marlowe, Yeovil 
Octagon Theatre, Bournemouth Pavillion

CREDITS
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